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1 Helen Tunnah, “NZ author suing over Da Vinci bestseller” NZ Herald, 18 Dec 2004. 
2 Brown’s novel has also spawned a new wave of literary suspense thrillers, some good, most woeful: Steve Berry’s The 
Third Secret (2005)  & The Templar Legacy (2006), Raymond Khoury's The Last Templar (2006) – to name a few. In 
2006, Javier Sierra’s novel The Secret Supper - a monumental bestseller in the Spanish speaking world – was published 
in English, chronicling a Dominican Inquisitor’s investigation into rumour that Da Vinci was a Cathar heretic who 
‘coded’ (get it–Da Vinci? Code?) his heretical gospel into the Cenacolo, or The Last Supper, in the refectory of Santa 
Maria delle Grazie. A veritable deluge of wannabes seeking to cash in on the success of their more prestigious 
predecessor. 
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3 Peter Conrad, “Why the world is chasing its Grail” The Observer, Sunday May 7, 2006; Internet; accessed May 12 
2006; http://books.guardian.co.uk/danbrown/story/0,,1769216,00.html?gusrc=rss  
4 or example, in July 2003, the attorney general in Massachusetts released a 76 page document based on church records 
that unveiled the number of sexual abuse victims in the Boston archdiocese over the past sixty years as likely to exceed 
1000, and involved more than 250 clergy and other church workers. “Boston Atty General Report Reveals "Massive, 
inexcusable failure of leadership in the Archdiocese of Boston"” by Elizabeth Mehren - www.chicagotribune.com; cited 
in http://www.catholiccitizens.org/platform/platformview.asp?c=7231  
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5 Interview with Matt Lauer, June 9, 2003 Monday. NBC News Transcripts; 
http://www.danbrown.com/media/todayshow.htm  
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6 Dr Michael Green, The Books the Church Suppressed: Fiction and Truth in the Da Vinci Code (Oxford: Monarch 
Books, 2005), p. 181. 
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7 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), pp. 312-313. 
8 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), pp. 316-317. 
9 Millard J. Erickson Christian Theology (Baker: 1984), p.199. 
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10 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), p. 315. 
11 Craig Blomberg, “Denver Journal: An Online Review of Current Biblical and Theological Studies”. Available at: 
http://www.denverseminary.edu/dj/articles2004/0200/0202.php 
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12 Millard J. Erickson Christian Theology 2nd ed. (Baker, 1998) p. 700. 
13 e.g. Matt 21:30 
14 The Septuagint is the Greek translation of the Old Testament that was used by early Christians. Most scholars believe 
it was completed in the 2nd century B.C., although some argue for a later date. 
15 the Tetragrammaton YHWH 
16 cf. 1 Tim 6:15. H. Bietenhard, “Lord”, in Colin Brown (ed.), The New International Dictionary of New Testament 
Theology, Vol 2 [English language edition], Exeter, U.K.: The Paternoster Press, 1976, p. 514. 
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17 The theory goes that they spread rumours of her being a prostitute, [a mistaken assuming that the “Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out” of Luk 8:2 is the sinful woman who anointed Jesus’ feet in Luk 
7]. 
18 The Cathari (“pure ones”) rejected basic Christianity in the early Middle Ages. They believed that Spirit was pure and 
matter (therefore, the body) was evil – to escape this evil of the ‘flesh’ the Cathari avoided marriage, sex, eating meat 
and material possessions. This was not based on Jesus’ example, but on their Gnostic beliefs. 
19 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), p. 344. 
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20 For example, see Piettro Vanucci’s “St John the Evangelist & St Augustine” [1500-25]; Leuven Sint-Pieterskerk’s 
“The Last Supper” [1464-67]; Jan van Eyck’s “The Ghent Altarpiece: St John the Evangelist” [1432]. 
21 Robert Baldwin, “Debunking The Da Vinci Code” (revised January 2005); Internet; 
http://oak.conncoll.edu/rwbal/UnpublishedTalks/DaVinciCodeCritiqued13Page.doc. ; [accessed 13 May 2006]. 
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22 Dr Michael Green, The Books the Church Suppressed: Fiction and Truth in the Da Vinci Code (Oxford: Monarch 
Books, 2005), p. 166. 
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23 Karen King (ed) Images of the Feminine in Gnosticism; cited in “Troubling the Church: Gnosticism - Ancient and 
New” by Viola Larson; Internet; 
http://listserv.episcopalian.org/scripts/wa.exe?A2=ind0205c&L=virtuosity&H=1&P=3569  
24 “For it is by a kiss that the perfect conceive and give birth. For this reason we all kiss one another. We receive 
conception from the grace which is in one another.” Philip 58:34-59:4. 
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25 Scholars Version translation of the Gospel of Thomas taken from The Complete Gospels: Annotated Scholars 
Version. Copyright 1992, 1994 by Polebridge Press. Available at 
http://www.misericordia.edu/users/davies/thomas/Trans.htm  
26 Sandra Miesel “Dismantling The Da Vinci Code”, Crisis Magazine: Politics, Culture and the Church; 
http://www.crisismagazine.com/september2003/feature1.htm  
27 N.T. Wright, Who Was Jesus? (London: SPCK, 1992), p. 31. 
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28 Darrell L. Bock, Breaking the Da Vinci Code (Nashville: Nelson Books, 2004), p. 23. 
29 Craig Blomberg, “Denver Journal: An Online Review of Current Biblical and Theological Studies”. Available at: 
http://www.denverseminary.edu/dj/articles2004/0200/0202.php  
30 Which actually raises the point: if the Roman Catholic Church suppressed the Sacred Feminine, why is there such a 
great veneration of Mary as Theotokos, or ‘Mother of God’? However, it must be granted that women do not receive 
much of a voice in the Catholic Church. 
31 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), p. 411. 
32 ‘Adonai’ means ‘lord’, and was read instead of the tetragrammaton because of the Jewish respect for the divine name. 
33 The Tetragrammaton YHWH is the divine name of God and compromises four Hebrew consonants. The Old 
Testament Scriptures were written in Hebrew, which used no vowels, so the pronunciation of the name is not certain. 
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The name was considered so sacred that when Jews read the Scriptures, they substituted the noun adonai, meaning 
‘lord.’ 
34 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), pp. 339-340. 
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35 Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh and Henry Lincoln, Holy Blood, Holy Grail (New York: Dell Publishing Co. 1983), 
p. 422. 
36 “John Dominic Crossan, “Why Jesus didn’t Marry” Beliefnet.com; 
http://www.beliefnet.com/story/135/story_13529_1.html  
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37 An interesting note: male devotees were often required to show their devotion by castration. The initiation rites for 
Cybele’s priests required them to castrate themselves. Self emasculated priests also served the Indian goddess under her 
name of Hudigamma, dressing in feminine attire. Eunuch priests tended Middle-Eastern temples e.g. Dea Syria at 
Hierapolis, Artemis-Diana in Anatolia, and the Magna Mater in Phrygia and Rome…but I don’t think Brown would 
have us go that far… 
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38 Graham Johnstone, Preaching to a Postmodern World: A Guide to Reaching Twenty-First Century Listeners (Baker: 
2001), p. 144. 



  �)�

Q�����������������������	���������!������
����/�!
�����
���
�����M�
�
��
���	����������
���������	���!
�������	�����

�
�
$�
�"�� ���
�
�
�� ���������� ��� �J
��
��� 
�� �
������ 
�� >��� �K�O�
�
��� 
��
��!���K�C�	���� 
����
�	���=�!�����>���#������������
������ ����������������� ������
������������� 
�� 4	�
���=��
��7�
6����� �,� ����
�
���� C/����
�����������4	�
���� �	�����
�����
'���	��B������������	�
���������
�������	������
��7�?������
�
����������������4�������������
������	���������
���������������
�
�����
��������
��������������	��	������
�
����������
�
���
��
	
���
����
�
 
 



  �L�

�
�

�
��� �
���5�� �
�� %���%�� ������� ��� 6
-� 6��
���������#���-�7 �

�
E
�� ���������
���� �!���<!���
��� 	���� 1������ @�������
�-���
��� �	�� ���
�
�� ����
��� ��� �	�� 4	�
��
��� ��
�	�� ��� �	
��
����
�
���� �����
��� �����#
��� 4	�
��"�� ��
��� ���� 4	�
��
���
�����
��K�
�

SE�
�
������"� @������� ��
��� S4	�
��
��
��� 	���
���� �	�� =�!
�	�
M�����	����M��
�������
��4�������
����	
�����
�������
��
���!
�	�
�	�������"���������
�����������	���
��"�.����
�������
��
����S���
�	
�������������	
��	�����������������
�������M
���������
���
!
�	���� 
�����	����	��������	�����������
�������	���������
��
���"��!��#�����
�
���?�*������"�,�

�
�
E0H ���
��� �	��������4	�
��
�����
�� !���	
������	��=�!
�	�
M�����	�� �	�� M��
����D� ������ ����� �	��� !���� =�!��� .�!������
����������������4�������
��"���
���
���	����
��	�����
�����	��
 
������������4	�
��
����!���	
�
��� ��� �	���
���� ������� �	��
!��#���	�������������	��M�����	�?��	��M
������'������KL�������

���	����C����	���
������������	��!��#7�$�
�������	�����
������
��� ������ C����� �����	��� ��� ����#� �����7� 2'���� ��KL3�� $�
��
����
�������	��4��
��	
��������
����
��������������C����	��
�
���� ���� ��� ������ !��#7� 2�� 4��� �)K�3�� 9�!	���� ����� $�
��
����
����	��������	�����������������!���	
�����
�������	���
��
	���������
�������������	��4	�
��
���M�����	� ?��	��@���"��
������
�
=�	��!��� 
���	��M�
�
��C����	��@���"�����7�21����K��3���	��
4	�
��
��� ������
��� =
��
�� (������ !����� ��� �	�� @���"�� ����
����
����
���	�������������
����	
���
���
���
����
�������
������
��� ����� �����	��� ��� �	�� @���"�� �����  �� '���� ���� �	��
                                                 
39 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), pp. 314-315. 
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40 Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), p. 339. 
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41 Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (London: Corgi, 2004), p. 315. 
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